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BUYER Morris Eight Buying Guide

Choosing an Eight

Think pre-War classics are fragile? Think again. This durable
Thirties' best-seller puts some modern machinery to shame

T: 1934-1948

o3 i
UST LOOK AT these pictures
and say you don’t want a
Morris Eight. Is this the cutest

car ever built or what? But don't

think the Eight is all looks and

no substance, because even if

vou've never driven a pre-War

car, you'll have to make very

few adjustments to adapt to this

friendly Morris.

The best-selling car of the
Thirties, the Eight was Morris's
retort to the Ford Model Y
and Austin Seven, which it
comprehensively outsold. It’s not
hard to see why when you look at
the car’s build quality as well as its
breadth and depth of abilities.

Despite the Eight being an
economy car, Morris did not hold
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an economy ,
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back on its specification — it was
better finished than any rivals.

The first Eight, known as
the Pre-Series, arrived in 1934
and was followed by the barely
changed Series 1 just a year later.
The Series I1, as shown here, made
its debut in 1937 with a fresh grille
and Easiclean wheels in place of
the previous wire items.

The final incarnation, the Series
E, appeared in 1938. Looking
much more up to date than the
earlier cars, this later model is
very rare in pre-war form — most
were built between 1946 and 1948,
after which it was replaced by the
Morris Minor. i

There’s little to ;
choose between the

-

Series | and the Series 11,
with 221,500 of them built
across all derivatives.

Less cute but more usable is
the Series E, 120,434 examples of
which were produced. There’s a
choice of two seats or four, and
either open bodywork {tourer) or
closed (saloon) — except for post-
War Series Es which were saloons
only. To make up for the fact
that there was no tourer, Morris
offered a full-length sunroof and
badged the car the Sliding Head.

Whichever Eight you go for,
you'll love it — as long as you
don’t mind being transported to
a world where the pace of life is
rather slower than you're
used to.

is primitive, using a separate
chassis and at least some timber.
By the time the Series E appeared,
the wood was restricted to the
floorboards only — but earlier cars
have a lot more timber.

While repairs to rotten timber
is a job for a specialist, chassis rot
is easy to fix with basic welding
and fabricating skills. With any
type of Eight you'll need to be
on the lookout for rot because
after so many vears there’s a good
chance there will be problems
somewhere.

The ladder frame chassis 1s
simple to repair, but you must still
check it thoroughly for corrosion.



‘Whichever model you go for, you’ll love it. You’ll
be transported back to a slower pace of life’

Have a look at every part of it,
making sure it hasn’t been crudely
bodged then skimmed over with

a thick layer of underseal. The key
areas to check are the main side
members, which are made of
C-section steel with the upright
part of the section on the inside.

Whichever generation of Eight
you're inspecting, you'll need to
check the rear wheelarches closely
as well as the door bottoms,
because they're tricky to put right.

While the Series E featured steel
door shells, those of earlier cars
are ash-framed, which creates an
added complication if you're not
able to repair timber. It’s the same
with the rear wheelarches, which
were strengthened by ash framing
on pre-Series E models,

On Series | and I cars you'll
have to check behind and
underneath the running boards as
well as where they meet the rear
wings. While you're at it, look at
the brackets that support the front
wings. They often corrode, taking

,.:/:_’@ the wings with them.

Tourers were constructed
around an ash frame, and
while the timber can rot
badly, it’s quite likely

that problems will be localised.

On the Series E, the most
important areas to check are the
sills, which are usually the first
to go. There are no replacement
panels available, but fabricating
them yourself shouldn’t pose
much of a problem as they’re
not complicated. You also need
to check the bulkhead is intact,
because once water gets into the
timber it'll just dissolve.

If you're looking at a saloon,
you must ensure the roof isn't
leaking. This is especially likely
on a Sliding Head edition,
particularly if the sunroof’s drain
holes have been allowed to get
blocked. Once a car
with a sunroof has
started to rot, it’s
touch and
go whether
or not it’s

always black).

running boards.

AUG 1934: Eight Pre-Series introduced,
saloon or tourer, two or four seats.
JUNE 1935: Series | launched
with a wider choice of two-tone
paint schemes for the saloons and
stronger universal joints for the
transmission.
SEPT 1937: Series Il
brings with it Easiclean
wheels in place of the
previous wire units, a painted radiator
cowl and no two-tone paint options
for the bodyshell (the wings were

OCT 1938: Series E announced,
with more power, a four-speed
gearbox, faired-in headlamps and no

OCT 1945: Series E post-war
production resumes. Rubber bushes

worth saving, because repairs are
so complicated.

ENGINES

All versions of the Eight were
fitted with a 918cc side-valve
engine, which didn't change
significantly between the Series I
and 1 cars. However, the Series

E was equipped with different
pistons and a revised cylinder
head to increase the compression
ratio (from 5.8:1 to either 6.5:1 or
6.7:1), raising the power output in
the process.

From the introduction of the
Series E there were shell bearings
for the big ends, but before this
everything was

white-metalled.
Despite

this, there’s little difference in
life expectancy between the
various units — if mollycoddled,
it’s possible to get 45,000 miles
between rebuilds.

With hard use this will fall to
30,000 miles — regular oil changes
being the key to a long life. Oil
swaps should be performed every
2000 miles, as there’s no oil filter
fitted. It's best to use a monograde
lubricant without a detergent
additive. Qils that contain
detergents just keep any rubbish
circulating around the engine,
potentially wreaking havoc.

A good sign of a healthy engine
is decent oil pressure. Expect to
see 60psi on the dial when an

early powerplant is #
cold. This should drop ¥

With just 23.5bhp
of raw power, the
Eight is no hot-rod.

fitted to front and rear springs in place
of previous grease nipples.
QCT 1948: Moarris Eight is replaced by the
Morris Minor.

! You have to live
with an upright
J seating position.
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